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Gaze b a paknting by emi-
neni Westerm New York water-
colorist Catherine Parker, and it
won't ke long (o sense an wn-
derlving current of muse and
postry animathyg the brush
strokes. After a minute or so of
focused conoentration, and just
a small doses of Imagination,
Parkers vibrating lines and -
bt hues practically begin to
b,
The sense of synesthesin in-
herent in much of Parker's work
fs on il display in an exhibi-
tion of recent pakitings in the

Western Mew York Book Ars
Center, The pieces are reactions
to the poctry of Pablo Meruda,
Dame Edith Sitwell and 17th
century Chnstian poet George
Hebert, and to a song cyole by
bkecal composer Roland Martin
that & also based on Hebert's
WOIEK.

[n one enchanting painting,
based on Heberts posem “Ouar
life is hid with Christ in God,”
Purker produced & kind of ethe-
renl freescape, Uncler a shoy filled
with clouds that resenable binds

of i it the other way aroumd?
— o line of trees extends ks
shimmering bmnches heaven-
wardd amd by reflection nto the
witer  below, where those
branehis frcture and reverber-
ot in the undulsting ripples.
It beautifiol stuff, rfe with sm-
bolism amd hidden meaning

that’s o pleasure to try and un-
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When you repeat a single
weordl ovver aawd over o Stare of it
on & paype, it seon beging to shed
= mnning. Remsred from the
comtext of m sentence or thought,
the betters beomme somnehaosy un-
fnmiliar, pechaced to thelr essemnce
i i series of symbols or sounds.

The sanie concept applies to
images, Thke the instanily fa-
milinr interlecking fingers in a
series of John Coplang' photo-
grapha now on view st Nina
Freudenheim Gallery, At first
glance, they stnke you ns noth-
Enngg mmeoere than cliose-ups of fiold-
el fingers. But, not unlike Park-
ers boaded watercolors, a
mirute of focus sets vour imag-
inotion adrift until it setthes in
s wild places. Those cresed
digits, biown up immensely and
diseonnected from the hands
and armns o which they bedong,
sy morph into something

Coplans, whe died in 5003,
had a lnsting influensce on
Amands Means, n New York-
based artist who curated the
show and whose work makes
L its ather half,

Means has  photographed
witer plasses that once be
boiyged to Coplans with a large-
format camera, revealing in mi-
miscube detail thelr chips and
cracks uwd the timy droplets of
condensation on thelr sides
She’s alming for the same goal
as Coplans, what she callexd
“getting dhonam to the e baogses
of things" Those bones, both in
Coplans' fingers and Means'
glasses, are the perfect place to
hang your own imaginary skin
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Afall trip o Lockports Benan
Hionase Gadlery, ot of the spraw-
full of mastummna follsge, is always a
trent. That s doubly trse this vear
thanks io the Buffalo Society of
Artists 1Eth Annunl Cotaloguie
Exhihition, which hosts a per-
fectly enboyvable mived bag of
peilntings, seulpture, collnge awd
miboed media works

Blair, whese “Yiew From Routie
30 Mear Springville” s a nicely
balamseed pastoral posteand and
Susan M. Miller, with a beautifol
grmadl cream-colored landscips

ool Fieaud Eonioervdienn,
Acaelia,” by Charles Flosesae

ings of a break-wall by Todd
Chalk merit attentlion, as doses
Jacqueline Welchs lnrge ofl-on-
pane] phece "Patron Sadnt of the
Close Thlker? which portroys
oo of Welch's trdermnrk saint-
by dogs in deep thougiht

A palr of graphite drawings
by Fotink Renmond are a refresh-
ity bosith of contemporey’
in o show mostlhy satureted with
traclitienal painting. The show
gives a good sense of the work
Buffabos less-trumpeted artists
are engnged in, from abstmct
afks bo wool srulptune, wakenol-
or landscapes (o paper oollage,
anid muakes the trip to the Kenan
Center well worth the while -
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imhuman, maybe arboreal, geo-  called "Panched.”
kgicall or even extmterrestrial, Too mystical scrvlic palnt-
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